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LEGAL SERVICES DONATED TO FINDING ONE ANOTHER

Park Ridge, NJ, June 26, 2011 – Finding One Another: Courage Beyond Measure,™ which is organizing the year-long tribute to the canine search-and-rescue (SAR) community of 9/11, is the recipient of donated legal services from attorney Jaesan Subramaniam of Axiom, a law firm with offices in Manhattan and six other cities. Finding One Another is dedicated to recognizing the search-and-rescue (SAR) community, volunteer and professional, canine and human, who served heroically at all of the 9/11 sites and who continue to work today in new catastrophes and crises.

Subramaniam donated his time to write the consignment agreement that allows retailers to sell Finding One Another’s Tribute Charms, sales of which benefit all SAR teams. These beautiful eco-friendly tribute charms, made in America of lead-free recycled pewter on a silicone band and assembled by Americans with disabilities, were designed by SAR team member James C. Pearson from Ramapo Rescue Dog Association. They feature a SAR German Shepherd, the first in the series. Two more charms in the series, of a Labrador retriever and a golden retriever, are planned. The charms are sold on the group’s website, as well as at selected retailers.

Subramaniam was connected with the organization at a pro bono fair sponsored by the legal department at American Express, where volunteers were paired with groups needing their help. There he met Lisa Munoz of the Pro Bono Partnership, a group that provides legal services free of charge to nonprofit organizations, and she suggested that he help Finding One Another. It seemed to be a perfect match.

“I tend to be attracted to causes that help people or creatures who can’t help themselves,” he says. “I felt lucky to help with this. It touched a chord in my heart.” Subramaniam says he wanted to volunteer for an animal cause in memory of his 12-year-old yellow lab, Jackson, who died in March. “He was a great dog, and I wanted to do something to honor him. I love animals.”

Finding One Another is building awareness of the rescue dogs who worked at 9/11 sites—many of whom worked long hours alongside the police, firefighters, and other first responders at Ground Zero. The project’s website, www.findingoneanother.org, now enables members of that SAR community to upload and share important data about their 9/11 experiences, including testimonials and photographs, for inclusion in a historical archive to be preserved for generations to come.

For the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 tragedy, Finding One Another has planned a number of events commemorating the canine search-and-rescue community of 9/11. Among them are an exhibit of photos and artifacts at the Palisades Center mall depicting the SAR community’s work; a conference on working dogs, co-sponsored with the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine’s Penn Vet Working Dog Center; and a recognition ceremony for the teams from 9/11 at Liberty State Park, across from lower Manhattan, in Jersey City, NJ, on September 11th. 

Finding One Another is being spearheaded by Tails of Hope Foundation, a New York-based non-profit dedicated to advancing the fields of veterinary and human medicine through a comparative medicine approach, focusing on eradicating cancer and other life-threatening diseases affecting companion animals and people. The project’s Advisory Committee includes veterinary and human medical experts, SAR volunteers, acclaimed artists, educators, and business, trauma, and non-profit professionals, many of whom served at the 9/11 sites.

