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LAWYER DONATES LEGAL SERVICES TO FINDING ONE ANOTHER
Park Ridge, NJ, June 14, 2011 – Finding One Another: Courage Beyond Measure,™ which is organizing the year-long tribute to the canine search-and-rescue (SAR) community of 9/11, is the recipient of donated legal services from an attorney at Leason Ellis LLP, a White Plains, NY, law firm. Cameron S. Reuber worked free of charge when counseling the foundation and its board of directors regarding the Finding One Another project, including various protection and liability issues, as well as the terms and conditions governing the project’s website. Finding One Another is dedicated to recognizing the search-and-rescue (SAR) community, volunteer and professional, canine and human, who served heroically at all of the 9/11 sites and who continue to work today in new catastrophes and crises. The project’s website, www.findingoneanother.org, now enables members of that SAR community to upload and share important data about their 9/11 experiences, including testimonials and photographs, for inclusion in a historical archive to be preserved for generations to come.

“I am very thankful for the opportunity to assist such a great cause—one that receives too little recognition and consideration, despite playing such a large role in SAR operations,” said Reuber. “We rely on SAR personnel to find us when we need help and, when the worst happens, to recover our remains. Those brave men and women, in turn, rely on service animals to go where humans often cannot go and do what humans often cannot do. It is a difficult task to ask of anyone, and one made that much harder when an animal is lost to a preventable disease or debilitated by a treatable condition.”

Finding One Another is building awareness of the growing health problems faced by these rescue dogs—many of whom worked long hours alongside the police, firefighters, and other first responders at Ground Zero and who are now suffering the same side effects and ailments as their human counterparts. “Lawyers rarely, if ever, get to assist a search-and-rescue effort,” according to Reuber, “and I sincerely hope that Finding One Another draws the recognition and attention that these canine teams need and deserve.”

Attorney Reuber specializes in intellectual property (IP) litigation for Leason Ellis, which is a boutique law firm specializing in all aspects of patents, trademarks, and copyrights, including prosecution, licensing, clearance, and management. He connected with Finding One Another through another attorney at his firm, Peter S. Sloane, who is active in Pro Bono Partnership, a nonprofit organization that provides business and transactional legal services to nonprofit organizations in New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut.

For the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 tragedy, Finding One Another has planned a number of events commemorating the canine search-and-rescue community of 9/11. Among them are an exhibit of photos and artifacts at the Palisades Center mall depicting the SAR community’s work; a conference on working dogs, co-sponsored with the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine’s Penn Vet Working Dog Center; and a recognition ceremony for the teams from 9/11 aboard the USS New York, whose hull was built from steel recovered from Ground Zero, on September 10th. Three “legacy charms,” featuring a German shepherd, a Labrador retriever, and a golden retriever, will also be sold before and after the anniversary commemoration nationwide and through the project’s e-commerce shopping cart. 

Finding One Another is being spearheaded by Tails of Hope Foundation, a New York-based non-profit dedicated to advancing the fields of veterinary and human medicine through a comparative medicine approach, focusing on eradicating cancer and other life-threatening diseases affecting companion animals and people. The project’s Advisory Committee includes veterinary and human medical experts, SAR volunteers, acclaimed artists, educators, and business, trauma, and non-profit professionals, many of whom served at the 9/11 sites.
